
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
March 8, 2016 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
March 8, 2016.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  George Sidhu, Interim Manager/Engineering Manager; Mark 
Handzlik, Assistant Engineering Manager; Kathy White, Human Resource Manager; 
Cathy Langlow, AP Clerk/Deputy Auditor; Kevin Tate, Community Relations Manager; 
and Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; Audience:  Judy Littlefield, Dale Ragan, Mount 
Vernon City Councilman, Mark Semrau, Semrau Engineering & Surveying, Terri Cook, 
Ryan Dales, Bonnie Dales, Mike Newman; District Employees:  including Larry 
Saunders, Mike Demers, Krista Lewis, and Kurt VanBurkleo. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda for March 8, 2016: 
a. Approval of Minutes  -  Commission Meeting 02/23/16 
b. Approval of Vouchers No. 2664 - Voucher Nos. 5656-5704 ($315,889.80) 03/01/16 

 
Commissioner Cook commented on the legal fees included in the vouchers and asked the 
purpose of a voucher from Wicked Willies (private utility locates). 
The motion passed. 

Under Old Business, Manager’s Report Interim Manager Sidhu reported the following: 

• Attorney Gilbert would not be present as he is having a minor medical procedure, 
Operations Manager Fox is out recovering from hip replacement surgery and is 
doing well, and IT Manager Chrysler is not present as he is attending training.   

• Referred the Commission to the Judy Reservoir inflow and outflow chart, 
indicating that the reservoir is holding fairly steady; water has not been taken 
from the streams the last few days, as it has been turbid.  The screens on the 
Gilligan intake are very efficient.  A field trip was taken to Mundt Creek, as 
screen modification is budgeted for this year, and hopefully the improved screen 
will prevent clogs and improve flow similar to the Gilligan Intake.   

• Participated in a conference call with IT Manager Chrysler and Senior Accountant 
Saxton with the new Cayenta manager last week.  Coordinated training schedules 
for both Cayenta and the District were discussed. 

Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik reported the following: 

• District crews continue to work on the second pipe replacement project, Ball 
Road from Ovenell Road, south.  This project will replace 1,600 lineal feet of 12-
inch DI pipe with 12-inch HDPE. To date the crews have replaced 2,500 lineal 
feet of pipe.  Tomorrow, crews will be working on replacing a 24-inch 
transmission line valve.  Next week crews will be continuing with the pipe 
replacement program.  Operations and Construction will begin work at 3:00 AM 
to start draining the 24-inch waterline and will cut in at 7:30 with the hope of 
having the line back in service by the end of the day; a backup line is ready if 
needed. 

• The District awarded the Mann Road LUD #31 project to Trico Companies.  The 
contractor has completed the mainline installation of pipe and is working on 
services this week.  The completed project will replace 2,300 lineal feet of pipe. 
Shells discovered during excavation caused a minor delay. 

• Regarding the 30th Street Transmission Line and Digby Road Pipeline Phase-I 
project.  The contractor has completed setting the vaults and reopened the road to 
traffic.  This week they are working on completing the electrical panel.  The 
Division Street tank is scheduled to be demolished next week project is partially 



funded through a Drinking Water State Revolving Fund loan.  The District has 
reviewed the 100% plans and specifications and received comments from the City 
of Mount Vernon.  The Department of Health has already approved the plans. 
MSA is working on a final bid set of plans.  

Community Relations Manager Tate reported that North Star parallel testing continues on 
site and is going well.  Work continues to make the online credit card payment system 
work with North Star.  User training begins next week. 

Human Resource Manager White reported that Prothman has been diligent about 
contacting the District to get the General Manager search process moving.  
Commissioners Robertson and Littlefield have responded to requests to meet with 
Prothman on Tuesday at 3:00 and 3:30; Commissioner Cook has not yet responded.  
Commissioner Cook stated he emailed Prothman directly with his schedule.  HR 
Manager White asked if Commissioner Cook was available to meet at 4:00 PM; 
Commissioner Cook reiterated that Prothman had his schedule. 

Under New Business, Interim Manager Sidhu presented modifications to the revisions 
regarding bulk water filling stations to Sections 2.2.6; 2.6; 3.1.3 and Appendix A of the 
Water Policy Manual as requested at the last meeting.  Interim Manager Sidhu stated that 
Attorney Mortimer added verbiage to bullet #1 and added an additional bullet between #1 
and #2.  Discussion ensued regarding the modifications, including retail service area, 
point of pickup and beneficial use, and the source being potable to the fill station, but non 
potable following withdrawal.  Commissioner Cook asked why service is interruptible 
under bullet #4 and stated he feels it should be uninterruptible so someone can get a 
building permit it they can truck water from the fill stations; Commissioner Robertson 
replied that use could be curtailed due to potential restrictions under the 1996 MOA or 
hydraulic or mechanical issues, and bullet #4 is pretty clear in explaining why it should 
be interruptible.  Interim Manager Sidhu stated that the District hasn’t used the fill 
stations yet and it would be premature to make the source uninterruptible as it cannot be 
guaranteed without backup and the policy is worded to protect the District.  Discussion 
ensued regarding the issue of interruptible vs. non-interruptible, including hardship for 
customers if interruptible, no backup, alternate use of hydrant meters available, use of 
second fill station available, meeting health requirements, and not bringing liability to the 
District with uninterruptible service.  Commissioner Cook stated he was willing to make 
a motion with uninterruptible service; Commissioners Littlefield and Robertson disagreed 
with changing the language to uninterruptible.  Commissioner Cook asked how the 
Commission knows that Attorney Mortimer suggested the modifications; Interim 
Manager Sidhu replied that Attorney Gilbert was also involved in the call.  Discussion 
ensued regarding speaking with Attorney Mortimer or having him come before the 
Commission next week. 

Under Audience Comments, Mike Newman commented on the policy being debated and 
indicated he has spoken with the attorney on the Fox case.  He urged the Commission to 
help the 500 homes in limbo with water issues with an uninterruptible source.  Discussion 
ensued, including the issue falling on the Department of Health, not the PUD or the 
property owner, Senator Barbara Bailey’s program bill passed regarding looking at 
alternative sources, responsibility of Skagit County Health, and if the system has to be 
shut down for mechanical or any other issue, it is interruptible.  Commissioner Cook 
asked if the fill station is a pump and asked if Interim Manager Sidhu thinks the fill 
station will not meet needs; Interim Manager Sidhu replied it includes a PRV, RPBA, and 
valves, but no pump and the District only knows what the Conway standpipe has done, 
but does not know who or how many will use the fill station. 

Mr. Newman stated that reading Treasurer Dales’ statement when she was replaced as 
Interim Manager, it claims that Mr. Chrysler and Ms. Carpenter denied her information 
she was requesting and asked if that will be changed; Commissioner Littlefield replied he 
had no comment.  Mr. Newman stated he received a phone call from someone that had 
not had a cost of living increase in two years and brought him a copy of a union contract 
(did not indicate where the union contract was from) and was angry about the District’s 
8% rate increase. 

Mark Semrau stated he is a local engineer and designs rainwater catchment systems, 
which are considered uninterruptible, but homeowners also need to have a backup source 



and indicated he did not see non potable or interruptible as issues at this time with respect 
to the County issuing building permits. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Littlefield indicated that there are five 
meeting dates in March and asked if the Commission would like to eliminate one meeting 
as has been customary; Commissioners Robertson and Cook indicated they did not have a 
preference.  Commissioner Littlefield moved to cancel the meeting of March 29.  The 
motion passed. 

Commissioner Robertson presented a legislative update regarding the status of water 
related bills. 

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Cook moved for 
adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of March 8, 2016 was adjourned at 
5:17 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


